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My P.O.B, in Surveying, was September 4th, 1986 and
continues today! Go with me down memory lane back
to 1986, when I was first introduced to the surveying
profession on my very first day with my new employer,
Wild Heerbrugg Instruments, located in Farmingdale,

Long Island.

1 was introduced to surveying, as
a veteran and successful salesman,
after six years working in the cable
television industry. One of the first
employees I had the privilege to meet,
who also served as one of the main
reasons for my continued success
with Wild Heerbrugg Instruments,
was Mr. Werner Beusch of the Pur-
chasing Department. Werner has
just recently retired, after 50 + years
of service, and I wish him the very
best of everything in life. It was Mr.
Beusch who originally introduced
me to the legendary history of Wild
Heerbrugg Instruments. I learned
Wild Heerbrugg had a great reputa-
tion and compelling story within
the surveying industry, beginning
in 1921 with the Universal T2
Theodolite and I was honestly
thrilled to be joining this extraor-
dinary tradition. It was at this time
that T also realized a very valuable
CONCEPT: mOSt Surveyors are very

proud of their profession and are
generous with their time and shar-
ing their knowledge and experiences.
Looking back however, I often had
to wonder whether this generos-
ity had anything to do with their

opportunity to work and play with
the WILD instruments, that I had
in my demo inventory, or whether
it was truly because of their love for
the profession. Regardless, I knew
right then and there, I wanted to
be a part of this profession and
believed T would be successful in
this arena as well.

As the years quickly passed, I was
able to apply my newly acquired
knowledge and daily experiences
and expand my customer base
to include local surveyors, civil
engineers, municipal engineers, util-
ity companies, government agencies
such as NJDOT, and educational
institutions, the most important
being NJIT and its four year sur-
veying program under the direction
Dr. Joshua S. Greenfeld, Ph.D.
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Getting the gear ready for the students at NJIT in the Fall of 2008. (Mark

Williams-Leica Technical Support, Tom Frawley, PLS, John White-Leica
Direct Sales Manager, Craig Hewes-Leica Technical Support, Russell

Henderson Leica Technical support)
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Everyone enjoys a laugh at the Paul Smith’s reception held at SurvCon in

Atlantic City.

It was during my first few years that
I increased activities with NJSPLS,
originally as an Affiliate Member
of the Metropolitan Chapter, and
later as an annual Sustaining Mem-
ber with Leica Geosystems Inc. I
attended many chapter and directors
meetings both as a presenter and
a participating memher. Although
I was never in a voting capacity, I
always believed participation was
essential in understanding the daily
concerns and/or successes of land
surveyors throughout the state. 1
have represented Leica Geosystems
Inc. (formerly Wild Heerbrugg
Instruments) for the last 23 years
at every New Jersey State show,
beginning with my very first one
in 1987 held at Harrah’s Marina in
Atlantic City.

I can still remember the first time
Mark Husik, of NJSPLS, approached
me with his concerns over the cur-
rent auction program and the desire
to do more in helping the annual

scholarship fund. We decided to

offer large equipment purchases,

for the auction, with substantial
amounts from those sales going to
the scholarship fund. These packag-
es included state-of-the-art Robotics,
as well as Survey Grade GPS, includ-
ing RTK and processing software.
At one time, 1 had even offered
a fully installed CORS Reference
Station to the highest hidder. T feel

John White holds the attention of the group by

of a recent GPS users group event.

privileged to have been an integral
part of this program, and he
attract others to produce an impres-
sive annual funding figure for the
program. I have also enjoyed the
annual Golf Quting, having handled
all the Long Ball measurements to
the satisfaction of hundreds of par-
ticipants. Each year, I try to give
away current surveying packages,
worth over $45,000, to any golfer
able to make a hole-in-one, a feat
not yet accomplished, but there’s
always this year.

Long before continuing education
became a requirement, or the estab-
lishment of the four-year surveying
degree at NJIT, I valued the impor-
tance of education for all surveyors.
In those early years, 1 hosted the
first, and only approved three-day
24-credit course “Practical GPS Sur-
veying”, which was attended by
over 150 local Surveyors. Other
courses I have had the opportunity
to host have included “Advanced
GPS Processing”, “Digital Leveling”
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John White tries to once agﬁin g;ive. |
wivay a Leica Smart Rover at the
qunual NJSPLS Golf Outing.

and “Accuracy & Precision”. I have
worked diligently to continue the
partnership, between NJIT & Leica
Geosystems Inc., that I established
over 20 years ago with the help of
Dr. Joshua S. Greenfeld Ph.D. This
partnership has lead to NJ’s first and
fully operational, and state wide,
CORS Reference Station Network.
This network consists of 18 Nation-
ally Approved NGS CORS stations
located in and around the state
of New Jersey with all Static GPS
data readily available from the NGS
CORS website. I am very proud that
this infrastructure is now available
to all local surveyors and would
personally like to thank Dr. Green-
feld for all his support and efforts
in making this network possible.
I no longer merely imagine, what
it would be like to have a network
of approved and adjusted CORS
stations with full RTK broadcast
capabilities here in New Jersey, it
lius become a reality!

For the past three years, I have

been able to arrange all necessary
equipment and software for the four
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A dream becomes reality with the NJIT-Leica Geosystems partnership that
created the original reference station network in New Jersey.
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